TEXTS   AND   PRETEXTS

idiosyncrasy of temperament, and ends in a concept.
Thus, men desire immortality and, having desired, set
out to prove that they desire something real. The fact
that they desire it is even used as an argument in favour
of the existence of the object of desire. It is, indeed, tke
argument of the philosophers of immortality. Not,
alas, a very cogent argument, except for those who
already accept the conclusion, to which it is supposed
to lead.

Reason, an Ignis Fatuus in the mind,
Which, leaving light of nature, sense, behind,
Pathless and dangerous wandering ways it takes
Through error's fenny bogs and thorny brakes,
Whilst the misguided follower climbs in vain
Mountains of whimsies heaped in his own brain ;
Stumbling from thought to thought, falls headlong

down

Into doubt's boundless sea, where, like to drown,
Books bear him up a while and make him try
To swim with bladders of philosophy,
In hopes still to o'ertake the skipping light.
The vapour dances in his dazzling sight,
Till, spent, it leaves him to eternal night.
Then old age and experience, hand in hand,
Lead him to death, and make him understand,
After a search so painful and so long,
That all his life he had been in the wrong ;
Huddled in dirt, the reasoning engine lies,
Who was so proud, so witty and so wise.
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